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This is deforestation – when there is a land-use 
change, a forest is cleared for another use, such as 

urban expansion or infrastructure development 

https://www.responsiblewood.org.au/statement-on-deforestation/



Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC) has the largest 
scale of certified raw material



Responsible Forest Management

Chain of Custody

Processing & Manufacturing

How does it work?
Sustainable forest management and chain of custody certification

Retail



PEFC Certification Model

Certification bodies 
(CBs)

Accreditation Bodies 
(ABs)

Your
Suppliers

ISO-based certification Model

Assess Assess

Certified Companies

o Independent
o Impartial
o Transparent auditing
o Traceability

http://iaf.nu/




Gippsland Performing Arts Centre



Native Forest
High quality hardwood timber

Hardwood plantation
Pulp and paper and sawlogs

Softwood plantation
House framing, pulp, paper and packaging

Australia’s Forest Types: Native Forest & Plantation
Australia has 134 million hectares of forest, comprised of 132 
million hectares of native forest and about 1.7 million hectares 
of plantations
• Softwood refers to pine species (predominantly plantations)
• Hardwood refers to eucalypt species (predominantly native 

forests)
• The plantation estate in Australia is a mix of exotic softwood 

species, native hardwoods and native softwoods, whilst New 
Zealand is primarily pine plantations



Forest regeneration – post harvesting
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Traditional Owner management



Harvest 
planning & 
management



Koala research – responses to harvesting– NSW Department of Primary 
Industries (DPI)  and the NSW Natural Resources Commission (NRC)

• No difference in koala occupancy between 
state forest (harvested and non-harvest 
areas) and national park

• 10 times the expected occupancy rate

• North coast of NSW







Illegal logging and 
due diligence 

provisions



Forest & Wood Products Australia Research Project
Investigating the Impacts of Certification

Forest and Wood Products Australia (FWPA) 
research proposal:

Objective: Evaluate the impacts of ecosystem 
services certification.

Areas of study: Environmental, economic, and social 
impacts.

Expected outcomes: Independent analysis and 
validation of impacts.
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Do you want to learn more 
about sustainable 
forestry? – Field Trips

• Promoting sustainable forestry and 
responsible and ethical supply chains.

• Offering an inside look at sustainable 
forestry practices. See firsthand the 
production of the ultimate renewable 
resource - timber.



Why 
certification 
matters, in 
summary

Part of the solution for: 

• forests staying forests – no deforestation

• carbon and climate change mitigation benefits of using 
forest and wood-based products

• forests to provide their ecosystem services to the 
planet and people

• globally recognised and accepted processes applied by 
thousands of companies around the world

• shared responsibility and accountability for traceability 

• balancing environmental, social and economic 
sustainability dimensions 



Thank you.
Questions?
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