
Social benefits
Farmer wellbeing

•  Strong anecdotal evidence that the wellbeing of people 
working on the farm has been enhanced by the moderation of 
climate and the aesthetics of the environment.

Family cohesion

• The transformed farm has become a focal point for 
immediate and extended family and has been important in 
shaping farm succession.

Networks

• Strong networks – professional and social – have been 
created. Peer learning has been important.
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Family cohesion
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Annual tree planting day
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Networks
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1944 – <2% woody vegetation 2024 – 18% woody vegetation



Integration of commercial & habitat trees into the 
farming system
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Radiata Pine

Radiata Pine

Blue Gum

Blue Gum

Salt-tolerant species
Creekline plantings for timber 
production & biodiversity

Creekline plantings for timber 
production & biodiversity

Biodiversity plantings along wetlands

Shining Gum 
woodlot



Summary thoughts …
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• Agroforestry is a practical way of balancing productivity with 
environmental stewardship of land.

• It provides a story about land stewardship that can be attached to food 
and fibre products to improve market access.

• Fencing out creeks and drainage lines has made the property safer for 
stock, easier to muster livestock, and a healthier environment.

• Property aesthetics has improved greatly over the past 30 years, leading 
to a far more enjoyable workplace and better mental health, and probably 
physical health, for all involved 

• In our experience, land restoration requires:

• Persistence
• Imagination
• Family buy-in
• Good community networks
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A web of connected woody 
vegetation to improve the 

productivity and resilience of 
farms and the people living there.
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