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Outline of presentation

Description of the farm

What we have done in the past 30 years — how we have
integrated forestry into the farming system

Economic benefits
Environmental benefits
Social benefits

Concluding thoughts



“Yan Yan Gurt West” — a family farm

Farm profile

Location: Deans Marsh, Victoria

Northern hinterland of the Otway Ranges

Area: 230 ha, ~3500 DSE

Rainfall: ~680 mm per year [high rainfall zone —ABARES]

Ownership: Farming partnership, operated by Andrew & Jill
Stewart & extended family (4t & 5t generations on the farm)



Prime lambs, wool and agroforestry

Acknowledgements: My late parents, Margaret & Lindsay Stewart who showed the way, siblings, immediate
family, extended family, friends and supporters who have r)lelped reshape ‘Yan Yan Gurt West’ farm since 1991.



Some history ...



Impact of European settlement

Pre-European settlement

Swamp lands, sedges, eucalypt forest &
woodlands, woolly tea-tree, mosses,
native grasses

Water slowly percolating through the
system

Indigenous land management by
Gadubanud and Wathawurrung peoples

Healthy, robust ecology

Post-European settlement

Loss of indigenous land management

Land clearing in mid-to-late 1800s for
pastures & livestock

Drainage of swamp lands

Land degradation from Rabbits, grazing,
wind erosion, gully erosion, dryland
salting

Native flora and fauna decline

Break down in the natural ecology of the
area






We took on the
responsibility to care for
the land, restore its
productivity for food and
fibre, and make it a
better place to live.



Types of revegetation

Remnant vegetation restoration
Creekline and drainage line revegetation
Salt affected sites

‘Break of slope’ planting

Spotted Gum timberbelts

Blue Gum timberbelts

Radiata Pine timberbelts and blocks

Paddock trees



Landscape overview
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1994
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Spotted Gum timberbelt —age 5 months

12



13



Pruning 10-year-old Spotted Gum
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